INTRODUCTION
A program is being conducted to study the behavior and life cycle of the common isopod species occurring on shallow sublittoral seaweeds found along the coast of State of Sao Paulo, Brazil (Moreira, 1973a, b) . Among various species of algae, the brown Sargassum cymo.rum C. Agarth is one of the most widespread, reaching dense growths in some protected places ( Joly, 1965) .
The most important, isopod species found very numerous and all year round in this marine alga is a new genus and species of asellote isopod, whose description is given in the present paper. It is assigned to the family Janiridae sensu Wolff (1962) . Janaira gen. n.
Diagnosis.
-Body without lateral projections. Head lacking a long rostrum.
Eyes dorsal. Coxal plates visible in dorsal view on pereonites I-VII. Pleon composed of 1 free pleonite and a broad pleotelson. Antenna 1 with a 4-articulate peduncle, flagellum many-jointed. Antenna 2, peduncle 6-articulate, a squama on article 3, and a long, multi-articulated flagellum. Mandible with expanded, denticulate incisor process, setal row, and a well developed, subcylindrical molar process ending in truncate grinding apex; left mandible, in addition, with lacinia mobilis; mandibular palp 3-articulate, 2nd article with 4 serrate setae distally.
Maxillipedal palp with 5 articles, first 3 articles expanded and broader than endite. Pereopod I not strongly prehensile, in both sexes when extended (dactylus stretched out) about as long as half the body, carpus devoid of distomarginal, dentiform projections, both carpus and propodus stouter in male than in female.
Pereopod I ending in 2 claws, pereopods II to VII in 3 claws. Male pleopod 1, lateral margins of the terminal portion widely rounded, apex narrow, pointed and converging mid-distally, distal margin oblique, slightly convex, devoid of lobes, and bordered by short setae. Pleopod 3, endopod rectangular and with 3 distal, plumose setae, exopod narrow, elongate and with 1 apical simple seta, both rami uni-articulate. Pleopod 4, endopod large and broad, exopod much smaller, narrow 1) Publication n° 351 of the Instituto Oceanografico, Universidade de São Paulo. and acutely pointed, both rami uni-articulate.
Pleopod 5 expanded, uniramous. Uropods biramous, terminal, the two rami of unequal length.
Type species.
-Janaira gracilis sp. n.
Etymology.
-The generic name is derived from lanira, the name of the family genus type. J anaira is feminine.
Remarks. -Janaira gen. n. is characterized by a unique combination of features. The most important and useful diagnostic characteristics distinguishing the present new genus are: presence of visible coxal plates on pereonites I to VII, pereopod I shorter than body when extended, carpus of male pereopod I devoid of distal, dentiform projections, number of claws on pereopods I to VII, setal armament of the 2nd article of the mandibular palp, and markedly the morphology and structure of the pleopods.
Miller (1967) and especially in great detail Wolff (1962) , thoroughly discussed the diagnostic characteristics of the family Janiridae and the relationships and features of the numerous genera assigned to the family. The provided diagnosis of Janaira gen. n. shows clearly that the genus fits nicely in the family Janiridae as defined by Wolff (1962) .
Among the genera referred to the Janiridae (Wolff, 1962; Miller, 1967) , only three seem more closely related to Janaira gen. n., viz., lanira Leach, 1814, Bagatus Nobili, 1906 and Ianiropsis G. 0. Sars, 1899. The new genus appears more similar to Bagatus than to fanira or I<niropsis.
It resembles Bagatu.r (in that genus the available figures and information about the number of claws and presence or absence of coxal plates are confusing) in the structure of the maxillipeds, overall shape of the male pleopod 1, particularly in the shape of its last portion, and both shape and structure of pleopods 3, 4 and 5 (Monod, 1933 (Monod, , 1961 Miller, 1941; Nordenstam, 1946; Amar, 1950) . Janaira gen. n. differs strikingly from Bagatus chiefly in the number of pleonal segments (only one in Bagatus), and in the development of both carpus and propodus/ dactylus of male pereopod I (in Bagatus they are highly dimorphic, the male carpus being strongly dilated and armed with pronounced dentiform, distal processes, while the propodus is stout and elongate, and the dactylus reduced and tipped with a few setae or with long, curved claws). Janaira gen. n. resembles both fanira and Iaiziropsis in the following main features: general shape of body, coxal plates visible in dorsal view on pereonites I to VII, number of segments composing the pleon, and pereopod I not displaying striking sexual dimorphism.
It differs from Janaira (Barnard, 1914; Holthuis, 1956; Wolff, 1962) by the maxillipedal palp having articles 2 and 3 more expanded than the endite, by having pereopod I with 2 and pereopods II to VII with 3 claws, and particularly by both the morphology of the apex of the male pleopod 1 (in J anira it is not expanded laterally, but shows, in a variable degree of development, 2 or 3 thick lobes directed posteriorly), and finally the shape and development of the exopod of pleopod 4 ( in J anira it is usually large and expanded, and not narrow and acutely pointed as in Janaira gen. n. ) .
